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Probably college and medical students will be the
readers likely to use and profit most by this book.

JOSE BARCHILON, M. D.,
Strong Memorial Hospital,

Rochester, New York.

HANDWRITING ANALYSIS AS A PSYCHODIAGNOSTIC

TOOL ; A STUDY IN GENERAL AND CLINICAL

GRAPHOLOGY. By Ulrich Sonnetnann. (New
York : Grune & Stratton, ig5o. Price : $�.oo.)

The author attempts to present handwriting
analysis both as a practical tool in diagnostic work
and as a scientific method contributing to the theory
of human behavior. His approach is based essen-
tially on the work of Klages, although Sonnemann
modifies Klages’ theory under the impact of the
contributions of Gestalt theory, of Saudek and Pul-
ver. The presentation of the graphological material
is excellent; in the reviewer’s opinion there is no
better introduction to graphological analysis. The
relevance of the method for psychiatric diagnosis
is equally well demonstrated. The book suffers-
like all contributions in this field-from the inad-
equacy of the theory of expressive movement; the
task of linking handwriting analysis to a more
acceptable personality theory has not yet been
accomplished. We deplore the fact that most
graphological texts attempt to present answers
rather than questions. The author seems unduly im-
pressed with the reality of a rather rigid psychiatric
classification and pigeonholes human beings and
their handwriting accordingly. For the psychia-
trist who wishes to become acquainted with hand-
writing analysis and its potential contribution to
psychiatric problems, the book is recommended.

FREDRICK C. REDLICH, M. D.,
Yale University School of

Medicine.

ELECTROENCEPHALOGRAPHY IN CLINICAL PRACTICE.

By Robert S. Schwab, M. D. (Philadelphia-
London: W. B. Saunders Company, ig�i.)

This book, summarizing the clinical uses and lim-
itations of electroencephalography, is primarily in-
tended for clinicians. The reader will find the main
topic of the book in Chapters V (EEG in Epilepsy),
VI (EEG in Neurological and Neurosurgical Prob-
lems), and VII (EEG in Psychiatry). Chapters I
to IV deal respectively with historical summary,
relation to neurophysiology, the normal and ab-
normal EEG, and technique. In Chapter VIII, the
author outlines some research problems. The con-
cluding chapter deals with laboratory organization,
training of staff, and interpretation of records.

Since the book is primarily intended for the
neuropsychiatrist and neurosurgeon (and not for
the electroencephalographer), the clinical chapters
should be considered first. In direct and simple
language, Schwab forcibly and convincingly states
the case of clinical electroencephalography. Except
for some forms of epilepsy, EEG abnormalities are
not specific for various neurological conditions. The
FEG can never be a diagnostic flag like the Wasser-

man test. The electroencephalographer can state
whether the record is normal or abnormal, if the ab-
normality is localized, lateralized, diffuse, deep,

paroxysmal or continuous ; by serial records he can
state whether the abnormality is static, regressing,
or progressing. However the final diagnosis (“cor-
relative” diagnosis) should not be made on the basis

of the tracing alone, but in the light of all the avail-
able information concerning the history, the clinical,
and the laboratory data. The problem is not whether
EEG alone is po% correct in the diagnosis or only
6o%, but whether this procedure is of help to the
referring clinician in his final diagnosis. Therefore,
the director or the supervisor of the EEG labora-
tory should be a physician familiar with the neuro-
psychiatric problems and responsible for the diag-
nosis. He should work in close association with a
physiologist more adequately trained in regard to
some specific scientific procedures. The reader will
find in these clinical chapters numerous examples
illustrating the viewpoint of the author, which could
hardly be disputed.

The other chapters of the book are by necessity
less developed. One might regret, here and there,
unfortunate omissions (for instance, the name of
Pravdich-Neminsky was dropped from the history
of EEG; the term of “gamma” waves, disregarded);
or lack of a more painstaking critical approach to
the related material (for instance, in regard to the
“loop” theory of rhythmic potentials); or inadeq-
uacy of some of the diagrams (for instance, in re-
gard to the amplitude in the “phase reversal tech-
nique”) ; or a somewhat excessive concern regarding
practical organizational details (for instance, such
fluctuating and unstable data as those related to
the budget of the laboratory).

Since the book is mainly addressed to the clini-
cians to whom such details are of a secondary in-
terest, these inadvertances do not decrease the main
value of the work of the author, who should be
commended for having successfully introduced, in a
proper light, a difficuif subject to his clinical col-
leagues.

W. T. LIBERSON, M. D., PH. D.,
Hartford, Conn.

JULIUS WAGNER-JAUREGG LEBENSERINNERUNGEN.
Edited and enlarged by L. Sch#{246}nbauer and M.
Jantsch. Illustrated. (Vienna: Springer-Ver-
lag, 1950. Price:

Wagner-Jauregg was born in 1857 and died in

1940. During his last year, his activities being
severely restricted by a cardiac condition, he had
written down from time to time, during hours of en-
forced quiet, chapters out of his life. These pages
were not intended for publication; they were meant
for the eyes only of his family and his close profes-
sional friends. By accident the manuscript came
into the hands of Dr. Sch#{246}nbauer, who obtained

from Wagner-Jauregg’s son, Dr. Theodor Wagner-
Jauregg, permission to publish. With the collabora-
tion of Dr. Marlene Jantsch he brought together
the writings of the great Vienna physician, filling




