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MICHAEL HAMMOND, Programming for Linguists: Perl for Language Researchers.
Malden, MA: Blackwell, 2003, x + 219 pp.
MICHAEL HAMMOND, Programming for Linguists: Java Technology for Language
Researchers. Malden, MA: Blackwell, 2003, x + 219 pp.

These two surprisingly readable programming books should be on the bookshelf
of any discourse analyst even thinking about tinkering with using computers to
automate some portion of their data analysis, especially those who work with
large amounts of text or with large media corpora. The computer language Perl
is well suited for text manipulation, and the examples that Hammond uses in 
the book help the reader to understand how useful this program could be for 
discourse analysis.

I approached these books as someone who is neither a naïve computer user
nor a programmer (I had done one computer programming course almost 20
years ago, and have written some small, very simple programs (scripts) for use in
the Linux/Unix environments). I believe, however, that a fairly inexperienced
user could use these books to learn programming. I have tried to learn Perl from
other books, and they were much more confusing to someone who hadn’t
already learned another programming language. The way that Hammond intro-
duces topics and features of Perl makes it relatively easy to build one’s expertise
in the language, and the examples and exercises are excellent, as is his exegesis of
the examples – slow without becoming tedious. Along the way, one learns some
basic HTML and CGI scripting (I would go so far as to recommend these chapters
to someone who wants to learn about these topics and not Perl). The examples
are also all of linguistic applications, so the language becomes immediately 
relevant for linguist-readers, as opposed to wading through examples of how to
make a machine do something one would never need it to do.

While the Java book is somewhat less relevant for the audience of this jour-
nal, it is also structured and written for maximum learning and understanding
of the relevance of different programming features for a linguist. However, I
found Java a bit harder overall to learn; Perl seems much more suited to the way
a linguist thinks about text. In general, though, one could not go wrong with
either book.

Scott F. Kiesling
Linguistics, University of Pittsburgh, USA

MARY E. HOCKS AND MICHELLE R. KENDRICK (eds), Eloquent Images: Word and
Image in the Age of New Media. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 2003, 318 pp.

Hocks and Kendrick begin with a prescient warning: any attempt to see the new
media as a battleground between word and image is flawed, because such a
dynamic between visual and verbal texts has always existed. Then Jay David
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